Bio

Chief (Ret.) James “Jim” Nilo, C.M., ACE, IACE

Jim started his airport career as a Crash Fire Rescue crewman in the United State Marine Corps in 1984. While serving on active duty he also became a volunteer firefighter and emergency medical technician in Northern Virginia and held the ranks of Sergeant, Lieutenant, Truck Captain, and Training Officer. Following his tour of duty in the Marines, Jim went to work for the newly created Metropolitan Washington Airports Authority Fire Department as a Firefighter/EMT and was stationed at the Washington National Airport.

In late 1990, Jim continued his fire service career and went to work for the City of Manassas Fire and Rescue Services in a municipal role. During this time Jim became highly involved with local fire training and also became an Adjunct Instructor for the Commonwealth of Virginia, Department of Fire Programs where he continues to teach as a part time instructor to this day. Jim’s passion for training was strong and in 1994 he began working full time for the Virginia Department of Fire Programs as a regional training manager where he coordinated state sponsored training programs for over 30 localities. Part of his duties included training program development and with his ARFF background he worked on the development of the states ARFF Program where he played an instrumental role in the acquisition of Virginia’s first mobile aircraft live fire trainer, the first of its kind. Jim was later moved to the Richmond office where he ran the ARFF program and coordinated much of the training program development for the Agency. During this time Jim was recognized for his work in the ARFF field and received several awards including Virginia Aviation Person of the Year in 1998.

Near the end of 1999, Jim accepted a position with the Capital Region Airport Commission as the Fire Chief for the Richmond International Airport in Richmond, Virginia. Post 9/11 the ARFF department was needed to perform many airport operations functions and in 2004 Jim’s job duties were greatly expanded to include oversight and management of the airports ARFF, Communications, Grounds, Equipment Maintenance, Communications, and Operations Departments. With this expanded role Jim supervised much of the airports daily operation which included many safety and security related duties.

Jim held the position of ARFF Chief and Airport Operations Manager at RIC for the next 13 years and retired from active public service in early 2016.

Jim has attained numerous airport plus Fire and EMS certifications and has even taught at the National Fire Academy in Emmitsburg, Maryland. His service career included involvement in many organizations such as the Virginia Fire Services Council, National Fire Protection Association, and the Aircraft Rescue Fire Fighting Working Group (ARFFWG) where Jim was a board member and one time Chairman.

Currently Jim is the owner of JRN Consulting. Principally, JRN Consulting primarily provides contract instructional services to the American Association of Airports (AAAE) in Alexandria, Virginia. Jim teaches and facilitates programs such as the Airport Certified Employee (ACE): Operations professional designation review course and the Airport Master Firefighter (AMF) professional designation review course. Jim also facilitates Advanced Airport Safety and Operations Specialist (ASOS) schools. On occasion, JRN Consulting provides subject matter expert witness services to various clients. Jim has also provided content for the Airport News and Training Network (ANTN) Digicast service.

Jim and his wife, a Great Dane, and two Labs reside just south of Fredericksburg, Virginia.
